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To Jude Larkin 
 Good luck with your new  Business  

 

 
Jude has been a valued TreeProject 
employee for the past 3 years. Jude 
began in the office as a volunteer in 
2004 and in November she was hired 
to help out with the grower distribu-
tion. In 2006 TreeProject established 
a nursery which Jude has run until  
October 2007. Jude is now running 
her own business called:  SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE   

         Simply A Valued Earth 
 SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE provides consultation an garden 

design for plants suited to our           
Mediterranean region and native plants 

Indigenous to your area. Workshops and Information sessions  on 
Sustainable practices in Organic Gardening. Propagate  native plants 
Indigenous to your area, Exotics, Vegetables & Herbs. Assistance at 
Wholesale exotic and Indigenous native Nurseries  Information on 
Eco-friendly products to benefit your home or business 

Contact Jude Larkin on Tel: 03-93503885   Mb:0419 562 067 

 

 Welcome to Rosie Miller 
 

Rosie Miller has taken over the role 

of caring for seedlings grown at the 

TreeProject nursery in Fairfield. 

Rosie has been  a TreeProject volun-

teer grower for 3 years. Her keen 

interest in horticulture and the 

natural environment lead her to do a 

Graduate Diploma in Horticulture 

for Melbourne Uni. Rosie is working 

2 days a week at the nursery while 

continuing her other roles as a 

speech therapist. Welcome on board 

Rosie, we look forward to a great 

year!  

Hope Everyone is having Great Start to the New YearHope Everyone is having Great Start to the New YearHope Everyone is having Great Start to the New YearHope Everyone is having Great Start to the New Year    

A BIG THANK YOU  

To all our volunteers! 
  

A huge thank you to all TreeProject growers, 

office assistants and working bee volunteers. 

To those of you who have decided to grow 

again this season – thank you!  And to the 30 

new growers who will be growing for the first 

time –welcome aboard!  

To our coordinators  
 

Many thanks to Gwen Saunders, Loraine 

Proctor, and Richard Walls who are taking a 

break from coordinating this season.  May 

you enjoy a well earned rest! 
 

 A big thank you and warm welcome to 6 new 

coordinators for the 07/08 season:  Valerie 

Cheffings, Gerard Bakker, Tom Lewis, Peter 

Dalton, Genevieve Gill and  Jenny Chivers . 
 

And a big thank you to our continuing coordi-

nators: Mary Wheeler, Adam Hughes, John 

Adams, , Greg Ralton, Graham Brewer,      

Andrew Miller, Megan Blair, Peter Blow, Paul 

Feikema, Andrew McKenzie Brenden Muller, 

John Thomas and Ron McInnes. 
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GROWERS – Stay in touch with your Coordinator!   
 

 Once your seedlings have 4 leaves THEN it’s time to fill out the 
“Seedling Progress Report”. You must either email it to 
your Coordinator or ring up and tell them your results. This 
way they can advise you on the next step, which is pinching-out 
and transplanting your seedlings so that there is minimal waste 
of your efforts. 
 

 Sometimes the seeds fail to germinate. This is not your fault, it 
may be that the seeds have been affected by the drought. Do 
not despair. Based on your “Seedling Progress Report”, the 
Coordinator will make sure that someone in your area works 
with you to make up the difference. 
 

 The overall success of TreeProject depends on how well     
everyone works as a Team, and as we know, THE most important skill in Teamwork is accurate and timely    
communication. So, beat your Coordinator in the Good Communications Stakes, by ringing or emailing the good 
or not-so-good news, before they have a chance to chase you up.                   

Good luck to all Growers. 

You are the heart of TreeProject and YOU are VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE!! 

 

GROWER TIPS 

 

Remember to place your boxes on a raised     
surface! This allows air to circulate around the 
seedlings and protects them from snails, ants, 
other insects and dogs and cats.  

If your hose has been lying in the sun make sure 
the water is cool before watering your seeds and 
seedlings! Particularly on hot days, check the 
temperature of the water when first turning on the 
tap. It may help to put the hose into a bucket as 
you turn the tap on to catch any hot water.  

 

Protect your tubes from heavy storms or run off 
from overhead roofs or guttering. Heavy down-
pours can wash your precious seed away! 

 

Watch out for birds! Netting over your boxes can 
stop curious birds from pecking in the tubes.  

 

If there are possums in your area you may need 
to put a cage over the boxes to prevent them 
from nibbling your seedlings. 

 

Keep seedlings in shade or under shadecloth  
on these extremely hot days 

Stay in touch with your coordinator! 

Great Water Saving Device  

for Watering Seedlings 
 
Ken Moore has shared with us his method of watering 
seedlings during these difficult drought conditions we 
are experiencing. 
 

Ken is able to water all his 
seedlings with three litres 
of recycled water from the 
kitchen or bathroom. 
 

The device is a four litre 
Hills Garden Sprayer that 
retails at $18.80. There is 
a six litre version at 
$25.95.  

It’s a pressure 
sprayer with a pump 
at the top which    
creates enough air 
pressure to ensure a 
lovely mist perfect for 
watering your fragile 
germinating seed-
lings.  
 

There is an adjust-
able nozzle at the 
mouth of the hose so 
you can adjust the 
spray. 

 

Thanks for the great tip, Ken 
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TreeProject in the “Village Green” at the  

JACK JOHNSON CONCERTS  
 
 TreeProject has been invited to share a space with other not-for-
profit environmental groups at Jack Johnson’s Live Earth Melbourne 
Concerts in March 2008. We’ll share a space in the “Village Green” 
where we can showcase our organisation and hopefully take dona-
tions and recruit new members. 
 

Jack Johnson, a staunch environmentalist, set up the Kokua-Hawaii 
Foundation (2004), which is a non-profit organization that supports 
environmental education in the schools and communities of Hawaii 
 

 Anyone who buys a ticket in the pre-sale, gets a link to download a 
5 track sampler on the local Australian/New Zealand Brushfire site. 
If you are interested, use the following link. 
 

 Non-Profit: 
http://www.ticketmaster.com.au/promo/rtb7hc 
Password: GOODPEOPLE 

 

25
th
  & 26

th
 of Mar 2008 Sidney Myer Music Bowl 

TreeProject will be in the Village Green for both nights of the 
concert March 25th and 26th. If you would like to volunteer 
to help promote TreeProject at this concert, please call 
the Office on 96509477 or email info@treeproject.asn.au You 
may be in for a surprise. 

New Shelter for Volunteers 
 

The old days of working, resting and eating in the wind, rain and hot summer sun are now over for volunteers at 
the Fairfield Community Gardens. Thanks to funding from VSEG ( Volunteers Small Equipment Grant) a shelter 
has been built at the Gardens where we have our TreeProject nursery. Volunteers no longer have to contend 
with exposed conditions. The shelter will be shared by the Community Gardens plot holders, Interact Learning 
Services clients and TreeProject volunteers. 
 

Thanks to Interact Learning Services, who donated $390 toward the shelter, so we could add the extra bit of 
height the shelter needed to be comfortable. 
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From This To This 
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Depot Working Bees 
Get down and get it happening! 

Everyone is invited 

Kensington Stockyards 

Corner Smithfield Road & Bluestone 
Street (near the corner of Racecourse 
Road & Smithfield Roads, Melway 42 J1) 

In preparation for the distribution days,  
materials for the growing kits are recycled 
and then sterilised, growing materials 
measured and packaged and the growing 

kits put together.  

It’s a great way to network and meet some 
of the lovely TreeProject people at the    

historic stockyards in Kensington.  

We’d love to have you along  
and lunch is provided. 

January Activity 

Sunday 13
th
 

10am-3pm 
Recycling / packaging 

Saturday 19
th
 

10am-3pm 
Recycling / packaging 

Saturday 26
th
 

10am-3pm 
Whatever /needs doing 

Sunday 27
th
 

10am-3pm 
2
nd
 Distribution 

Wednesday 30
th
 

3.30-6.30pm 
2
nd
 Distribution 

Saturday 2 
10am-3pm 

2
nd
 Distribution 

A Message from the Committee 
  

Dear Members and Volunteers,   

TreeProject has raised and planted about two  million trees 

since it was founded 19 years ago by Maggie McLeod and 

Belinda Gross. The Committee would like to congratulate 

all our members and volunteers for this remarkable 

achievement. 

The need to protect and preserve our environment is now 

widely accepted. Nineteen years ago “global warming” 

was a plausible theory - now it is a widely accepted fact. 

Carbon trading is now on the national and international 

agenda. It is clear that our work is not finished.  

 The TreeProject committee has felt for some time that we 

are working at maximum capacity and yet as an organisa-

tion, we want to do more.  We have refrained from doing 

this until now because it would require a significant       

increase in our financial resources and an increase in staff. 

We have now decided to “bite the bullet” and apply for 

more financial support from the corporate sector and    

recruit more financial members and donors. 

 We are asking you to: 

• Become a financial member If you are not one  

• Help recruit more members by talking about 

TreeProject among your friends and acquaintances,   

encourage them to become financial members also 

• Consider making a donation  
 

 Membership and donation forms are available from the 

TreeProject website under -“Support”. The address  is: 

www.treeproject.asn.au. also on cover of the newsletter. 
 

Maggie McLeod         President TreeProject 

Offset Your Personal Carbon Emissions by Supporting TreeProject  
 

You can offset your private home and car carbon emissions by making a donation to TreeProject. Due to the 
dedication from our volunteer growers, TreeProject is able to sell seedlings for close to the cost of materials, 
@ $.25 a tube.  A seedling from a commercial nursery will cost around $1.25 a tube or more.  
 

Most revegetation projects require thousands of seedlings. Through the commitment of TreeProject's         
volunteers many landholders who would not otherwise be able to afford to revegetate their properties are able 
to do so due to the low cost of the seedlings and the assistance with planting them.  
 

Your carbon offset donation will give TreeProject needed  funds to provide the administration, support and 
training that gives TreeProject volunteers the opportunity to participate in so many important and crucial tree 
planting projects throughout Victoria.  
 

Every $1.00 donated to TreeProject subsides a seedling . Four trees will absorb 1 ton of carbon per year.  
                          Australian domestic emissions average is 13 tonnes per person per year.  

                 

Calculate your annual carbon emissions  
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ind_calculator.html 

 

All donations are tax deductible. 
On line donations can be made at www.treeproject.asn.au.—Support”.  


